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U-2 RECONNAISSAKCE MISSION chs5C
flown 24 August 1905

BYE- 35422, 65
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NISSION HIGHLIGHTS

Mission C455C, 25X1

wags over the DRV, soutn, 25X1

and southeast China for aspproximately two hours. It provided
photographie coverage of 58 COMOR targets, a new Chinese
Communist probable SAM site, and a reacting MiG-21 aircraft
in flignt. Chinese Communist and Nort: Vietnamese air warning
facilities tracked the U-2 continuously, except for two
relatively unimportant sectors of the flight)over a period of
alaost six hours. Two MiG-2l eircraft evidently failed in
intercept attempts due to a combination of improper vectoring
and evasive act'-ion by the pilot. It has not been determined

@ crplosions Ve
whether Am observed by the pilot wes from aa—infreséd—gutded
ar-wagutded sir-to-air missiles(AAM) or aireraft cennon. Howvever,
no hostile AAM or surface-to-air missile (SAM) threats were
reflected in the U-2's ECM systems. The only system wnich
reacted. [tn) System 13, vas probably triggered in the Ning Ming
area by a FIRE CAN radar and in the Swatow area by a heavy
concentration of S-band radars.

See flgure 1 (opposite) for the mission route and table 1

for COMOR taxrgets covered.

sidh R
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BACKGROUND

Mission C455C was flown over the DRV, south and southesst
Chine on 24 August 1965 to obtain high resolution photographnic
coverage of COMOR targets. COMOR requirements for South China
are for weekly photography of one-fourt: of the priority

targets and monthly coverage of all targets.

Launched |at 0008Z, the U-2 was over denied 25%15X1

territory for approximately two hours and returned to base at
O6WSZ. The actual weather was reported vy tie pilot to be
better than the predicted Catagory III (broken clouds). Several
deviations from the planned rouuwg mede as the result of
evasive action taken following attempted intercepts by Chinease

Communist MiG-21's.

o
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ANALYTICAL FINDINGS

AIR DEFENSE REACTIQNS

Radar king -- Chinese Comnunist and North Vietnamese
air waraing facilities tracxed tae nission almost continuously
during 3 period of almost six hours, except for two relaetively
unimportant nectors (the first s 2l-ainute period south over
Taivan and the second a 2{-minute period west in the middle of
the sout:: Ciina Sea) on the outbound leg. for a total distance
of 1.950 nautlical miles at a computed ground speed of 375 knots.
The U-2 was initially detected at 0029Z, 21 minutes after take-
off, identified s a hostile large type aircraft at 65,600 feet
at 0052Z, and lost after 0630%Z, 15 mimites before landing, at an
altitude of less than 24,000 feet. Commnist radar tracking wes
generally accurate, differing for the most part with the pilot's
reported flight path by less than 15 nautical miles. A number of
deviations, ranging from 25 to about €O nautical miles, vhich took
place in the flight sector between the DRV border and the Canton
area, are attributable to the pilot's taking continuous evasive
action about an hour and then requiring amnother 30 minutes to

reorient himself. Commumnist facilities reported altitudes renging

fr# feet for the mission, while the pilot 25X1

reported altitudes bctmn\ M A rough comparison 25X1
of reported altitudes

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9

indicates tnat the Chinese Comaunist asltitude reporting was
most accurate in the sector between tie DRV border end tiue
Canton area.

Fignter Reactions -- There were seven fighter reactions,
comprising at least eignht alreraft, to the misslon. At least
five fighters were from tae Ning Ming/Nanning area, and their
characteristics indicated that at least tiree of these were
MiG-21s. The pilot reported that two MiG-2ls were above him
and nade passes at him, ~- one fron the left, and one from the
right -- and that the one on his left fired a burst which
exploded 1,000-1,500 feet in front of the U-2. He accordingly
took evasive action. However, tne available Comint and
vhotograpaic evidence does not indicate taat i%ither aircraft
aclileved the mission altitude or gained the pos’tion, altitude,
and direction required to pose a serious tireat of intercept.
Whether due to tiie pllot's evasive action or incorrect vectoring,
the approacues of both fighters were evidently too muech from the
lateral directisn to be effective. No other fighter reactions
posed tureats to the mission at its flight altlitude.

Missile Reactiong -- Tiere was no evidence of surface-to-mir
aissile (SAM) tareats to tne mission in North Vietnam or Chinas.

A newv probable SA-2 type site discovered adjacent to Ning Ming

Airfield does not appear to have reacihed operationel status. judging

from the photozraphy, and no SAM-agsociated signals ware intercepted
4

Coope v
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in the vicinity of the site. Althougn the U-2 pilot evaluated
the air ourst ne saw during a provbable MiG-21 intercept atteampt
as an air-to-air missile (AAM), there were no intercepts of
signals correlating with any pihase of AAM operations. Altiough
e\

tie possibility tiat the burst was made oy an unguided or

infrared~-homing missile cannot be ruled out, it most probably

was caused by cannon fire.
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Target No.

200045
200058
20073
200004
20095
200115
20012y
0223
031y
2009006
4A0032
ha0033
680018
EBOOIS
fAOD0Y
TAOD02
TAOOO5
1AQ020

TAOO 3G

<A

Table 1

COMOR TARGETS COVERED 3Y MISSION Ch55C

Tarzet Degcriotion

Hsing Ning Afld

Kuang Crou Pa! Yun Afid (White Cloud)
Liu Ciou Afld

Ban Hai Kuang Chou Afld (Fo 8tan)
Nan Ning Afld

Shui Kou Afld (Hui Yang)

Tan Chu Afld

Han Ning Afld Sout.:

Swatow Afld NE (8han Tou)

Ning Ming Af14 U,C

Shan Tou Neval Bane

Huang Pu Havel Base

Hai Peng Area Prob Electronic Instlns
Fo 8isn Area Radar Station

Tany Chia Mil Instln (Chung Shan)
Ning Ming Transsiiipment Point

Chiao An Army Bks NW

Hui Yang Armiy Bks West & Qrd Tpo

Nnn Ao Tao Iszland Mil Instins

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9

T
b

Table i continued

et No. Target Description
fALL53 Liu Chou Army Bks West
TAL2D9 Keng Wei Army Bks North
TA1210 Saan Tou Army Barracks Lien Tang
(Al21L Kuang Chou Military Storsge Ares
TA1212 Ho Yuen Bks Arees
1AL229 Hang Ning Hsin Hsu Army Bks
(AL232 Ciang Mu Tao Armiy Bkas West
jAL2h3 Kuang Ch:ou Storage Area, Sia Ho NW
{AL2hk Pi Tsun Army Bks Rorth
{A1245 Suang Lo Tsun Supply Dpo and Bks Area
(A1243 Ping Hsimng Ord Dpo
TAL2LH) Hui Yang Training Area
{A180L Kuei Hsien Army Bks
YAO00). Nan Ning Complex
3A0003 Kuang Chou Coaplex (Canton)
8A0028 Ping Hsiang Complex

Horth Vietnan

2T0001 Haiphong, Cat Bi Arld
200002 Hanoi, Gal Lam Afld
270003 Kep Ha Afld
2000 Haip ong, Kien An AflC
POOTY Pluc Yen New Afld

o
<
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Teble 1 continued

Target No. arset Description

Norti: Vietnsm

210012 Kep Ha (Phi Diem) Afld
270013 Lang Soan Afld
WPOO02 Hon Gey (Gia Ciiny) Naval Base
L0003 Port ¥Wallut Navel Base
LTOO0Y Cam Pi.a Port Facllities
G001 Do Son Radar Station
GPOO005 Ba Mu1 Isle Radar Site
CTOOOT Hoan: Son Radar 3ite
(T3 Kep Area 30 ¥Mi Hanoi, Dong Dang RR
PO kO Tran: Mol Area 30 Mi Hanoi, Dong Dang RR
TT0301 Loc Binn Armmy Supply Depot
(TON Tong Trieu Army Bks NE Tral Su
B8 Haiphriong Power Plant
02 Long 8an Complex
BP005 Dong Dang Conplex
HPOO06 Phu Lang Thuong Complex
P00 Mom Cay Complex
BTO01L Pliz Lang Thuong U, I Ind Iast
3
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Tatie 2

RADARS DEPLOYED IN CHINA ARD NORTH VIETHAM
AND INTERCEPTED BY MISSION CL55C

Eorly Warning Heigit Finder

MOON CONE ROCK CAKE.

SCR-2(0

KNIFE REST B

CROSS SLOT AAA Fire Control
FIRE CAN

ground gontgl Ing;gggjr‘

BIG MESH

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00709R000100210015-9

SOURCES

Ti:is prelinminary tecinical evaluation of a U-2 Reconnaigsance
Mission fiown over Nort: Vietnan snd Communist China on 24 August
1465 waa developed for the 303 Committee by the following
elenents of tie Directorate of Science and Tecinology:

Off'ice of Secientific Intelligence
Office of Special Activities
Office of Elint

The evaluations are based on information and data provided

Joint Sobe Bigint Processing Ceanter, Okinawa
Rational Puadtograpric Interpretation Center, Wasnhington, D.C.
O1th Tecnnienl Reconnaissance Squadron, Yoxota Japsn
PACOM Elint Center, Fuchu, Japan
Grapics support sas veen provided by the Office of Basic

Intelligence of tie Directorate of Intelligence.
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